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FROM OUR PASTOR
Greetings and blessings in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ!
It was almost two years ago, a few short weeks before Easter, when many of
us heard whispers of COVID-19 and its first implications for our region and
local communities. Residents of nursing facilities, retirement communities, and
independent living facilities woke up to news of a newly imposed quarantine. Over
the next few days, restaurants and bars would close their doors; salons would stop
cutting and styling hair; supermarkets would adjust their hours and shelves would be
emptied; schools would transition from in-person classroom instruction to virtual
learning environments; and places of worship would move their ministries online for
an indefinite period of time. Masks, hand sanitizer, and toilet paper became precious,
much sought-after, and elusive items.
There is, of course, much more that could be said: Many more things about our
lives and world that have changed; many, many more adjustments that have been
made –– some subtle and others quite profound; untold ways that our lives have
changed, been uprooted, and put on pause for an unspecified, yet-to-be-determined time.
As I reflect on these things, and as I look back over the last twenty-three months, it seems strange, yet
somehow fitting, that we are about to once again enter into the season of Lent. A wilderness season of sorts.
A season characterized by fasting and abstaining; giving up, relinquishing, and letting go. A time in which we
intentionally and consciously forgo parts and aspects of our lives, so as to free ourselves up to focus more
fully on God; cultivating a growing relationship with God; and hearing God’s voice in fresh new ways.
In some ways, we enter into the season of Lent a bit differently this year. After all, most, if not all of us, have
experienced the wilderness to one degree or another almost daily over these last twenty-three months.
Disconnection. Loneliness. The quiet and solitude that have resulted.
There is a lot that we have given up. Family reunions. Holiday celebrations. Graduation ceremonies.
Weddings that have been postponed. Gathering together in-person for worship, at various times.
For some, it has been a cleansing time. A healing time. A time to lose weight –– altering one’s diet and
exercise regimen so as to become healthy. A time to get sober. A time to connect with God –– to hear
God’s voice and grow in faith, as virtual worship experiences provided unprecedented access to hymns,
worship songs, sermons, and small groups.
In some ways, it feels as if the season of Lent that we found
ourselves in when closures began to impact our lives in 2020 has
extended through the time that we now find ourselves in. As such,
Ash Wednesday and the season of Lent that loom large before us
may seem not so much as a new season, but as a continuation of
the season that we have found ourselves in.
That said, I want to encourage you not to lose heart. Do not
despair. Do not give up. And, do not grow weary.
Instead, my prayer and hope is that during the upcoming season of
Lent, we would renew our commitment to: 1) both talk to God, as
well as learn to hear God’s voice in prayer; 2) daily read the Bible,
so that we might better understand God’s character and discern
God’s will and way for our lives; and, 3) discover new disciplines
by which we might experience and grow in God’s grace so that
we might faithfully serve God both now and forever.
To Christ be glory in our lives both now and forever! Amen
Blessings!
Pastor Josh
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HONORING OUR MILITARY
HEROES
by Lynda Godfrey
We honor all who serve in our U.S. Military. Many of our church family have served in varied branches to
protect and defend our nation and preserve our freedom. Some military units have assisted communities
in distress due to hurricanes, tornadoes, floods, fire; currently many are serving in hospitals to aid staff
in treating patients ill with Covid 19. We are awed, knowing that the women and men of our U.S. military
are asked to place themselves in harm’s way in order to protect others. We hold them in prayer for God’s
guidance.
Currently, members of our Zion family are serving or training
in U.S. Army, U.S. Air Force, and U.S. Marines. These women and
men are separated from family as they serve in positions across
our nation and the world. Please cover them in prayer; we ask
our Lord to protect and guide them as they devote their lives to
service for others.
Please stop by our Military Board to learn more about those
serving. If a member of your family is serving in our military, please
inform our Zion Church office so we may honor them by including
them on our Military Board.
John 13:34-35 - A new command I give you: Love one
another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By
this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you love
one another.

CROSSLIFE YOUTH
MINISTRIES
by Will Harris
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It is hard to believe it has already been a few
months since I arrived here at Zion. It seems
like just yesterday that I was packing my stuff
to head north into the next journey God had
called me into. Thank you to everyone who has
made this transition a pleasure!
God has truly been doing some amazing
things in CrossLife Youth Ministry. Since I first
got here, we’ve already had two retreats. Our
first retreat was for all of our students in grades
6-12. The theme was “Identity,” and we spent
the weekend focusing in on the fact that our
identity comes from Christ alone and not from
the people around us.
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Then we had a high school-only retreat where we took a
group to Zeteo, a conference put on by Salt and Light. This year,
the theme of Zeteo was “Begin Again,” and we explored the idea
that it is NEVER too late to begin again with God.
As we look forward, we will be spending time building
relationships and preparing for our summer mission trip to
Colorado Springs, Colorado. We also have a retreat being
planned for April with other churches in our area to UNITE and
create a space for spiritual growth. And, as a fundraiser, CrossLife
students will be hosting a Zion Prom on April 30! Save that
date- it’s an event that you won’t want to miss!

Zeteo
I treasure every moment I get to spend with the students
here, as well as all the time I get to spend with the people of
Zion. Over the Zeteo weekend, one of the high school students
shared something that I felt captured the essence of Zion and
the ministry I love to be a part of. It was simple but powerful:
“This feels like family.” We are family as we go through this life,
and I am blessed to be a part of this family!

CHILDREN’S MINISTRY
by Amy Wensel
Zion Kids had a wonderful and busy Advent season this year. It was such a blessing to be able to get back
to some of our favorite activities.
We kicked the season off by bringing back the Children’s
Christmas Pageant, led by Grace Moser. Seeing Christ’s birth
through the eyes and mouths of our children and youth
was just amazing! From the youngest among us portraying
shepherds and angels, to the older children and youth who
read the Christmas Story and shared their musical gifts.
Breakfast with Santa made a comeback this year as we
served about 240 adults and children from our community.
What a joy to see so many new and old faces eager to hear
the Christmas Story and visit with the jolly old man. One of the
best parts of the day was seeing so many members of Zion
back in action as we came together to serve our community.
Even our Rainbow Junction families were able to gather
for a sing-a-long and story time led by Matt Wensel and the
Rainbow Junction teachers! They were so excited to sing
and dance and enjoy the Christmas Spirit.
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Christmas Eve brought several young families
to our Family Contemporary service. We gathered
together up front during a Children’s Message to
learn that what we want and get for Christmas now
may be gone and forgotten, but the best gift, the
gift we have in Jesus Christ, is never forgotten and it
never goes away.
As we venture into a new year, I look forward to
a sense of normalcy in getting back to events such
as Vacation Bible School, movie nights over the
summer, retreats and other events we have been
missing.
My prayer for our Children’s Ministry is to draw in
our community. I have begun this by reestablishing a
connection with West York School District where we
are donating things that the district so desperately
needs, such as school supplies and clothing for the
nurses’ offices throughout the district.
We will also host more events for the community
such as those outdoor movie nights, a community
fall festival, and continuing Breakfast with Santa.
This fall my vision is to begin a Sunday afternoon
Kids Connection time for games, Bible lessons and
a hang out time for elementary age students.
To make these things and more happen we
need more volunteers. We need Sunday School
teachers, volunteers to help with events, and even
in the Nursery on Sunday mornings. Safe Sanctuary
training and links to clearances are available on
Zion’s website and I would be ecstatic to sit down
with anyone who has questions or would like more
information on how they can be a part of these
awesome ministries of Zion Church.

Save the Date
VBS will be June 20 - 24

RAINBOW JUNCTION
UPDATE
by The Rainbow Junction Advisory Team and Jeanne Herman, Director
The mission of Rainbow Junction Child Care Center is to reflect Christ’s love to our community through
an educational ministry that provides children with opportunities to satisfy their intellectual, physical, and
social-emotional growth needs in a safe Christian environment. The Rainbow Junction staff support parents
in nurturing their child(ren)’s development and provide opportunities for children and their families to grow
spiritually along with the Zion Church family.
The COVID-19 public health crisis significantly impacted Rainbow Junction Child Care Center (along with
many other childcare facilities.) The Center saw a decrease in enrollment and an increase in operational
costs. Time, attention, and spending shifted in response to the virus and the new health and safety protocols.
Nonetheless, the staff remained steadfast in their commitment to reflect Christ’s love and fulfill the Center’s
mission.
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Grounded in faith, the staff of Rainbow Junction trusted in the Lord. Relief came in
the form of several pandemic grant opportunities. The Center took full advantage
of applying for those resources and used them to bless the staff, children, and
families of Rainbow Junction and Zion Church.
The grants provided financial stability and allowed Rainbow Junction to continue
to provide affordable, quality childcare. Prayer and thoughtful contemplation
provided us with direction and encouraged spending in four focus areas which
support and promote the mission of Rainbow Junction: Budget and Operations;
Safe and Caring Environment; Academics and Growth; Communication and
Engagement.
Praise God from whom all blessings flow! Below is a breakdown of all the good
things the grant funds enable us to provide for RJ and Zion Church.
Budget and Operations:
∞ We were able to provide the RJ staff an employee retention bonus for their
dedication during these uncertain and demanding times
∞ A $10,000 donation was given to Zion Church.
Safe and Caring Environment:
∞ Personal Protective Equipment was purchased (thermometers, face masks,
face shields, hand sanitizer, hand soap, disinfecting wipes, disinfecting sprays,
and center pull towels) to adhere to the new health and safety requirements.
∞ A step stool with rails was purchased to provide added safety in the bathroom
for our youngest children.
∞ Storage cabinets were purchased for classroom items which need to be
secured.
∞ New, germ-free carpeting was purchased and installed in the entire area
used for child care and in all the classrooms used for preschool which
provided cleanliness and comfort.
∞ Upgrades to the playground will take place in the spring and will include a
foam foundation for added safety and a new “big toy”, which is ag
appropriate for the younger children but can be enjoyed by all. This will
eliminate the grass area in the playground; therefore, no mowing inside the
playground will need to occur going forward.
Academics and Growth:
∞ A variety of resources were purchased to support educational lessons, fine
and gross motor development, and spiritual growth.
∞ Tables and chairs were purchased for the train mural area to support
extended learning opportunities.
∞ A play kitchen was purchased to encourage imagination and creativity.
∞ Laptops were purchased for teacher lesson planning and for use in each of
the classrooms.
∞ Smart TVs were installed in two childcare and two preschool classrooms
to support religious and educational lessons. These TV’s can also be utilized
by Sunday School classes that meet in those rooms.
Communication and Engagement:
∞ A student grant was awarded to a preschool family in need to maintain the
child’s enrollment.
∞ Signage was purchased to support COVID-19 mitigation protocols.
Abundant blessings, indeed, and the fruit of this will be to the glory of God! In His name, we will continue
to serve because, with God, all things are possible.
The Rainbow Junction Board would like to thank Jeanne and the entire staff for the work they do every day
to share God’s love with the children and families of RJ.
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CONNECTIONAL MINISTRIES
by June Birk, Coordinator of Lay Ministries
Winter has been a challenging season for many of us, yet we strive to serve
cheerfully each person that comes to worship by helping them feel welcomed
and wanted. I continue to be so grateful for our team of hospitality servants.
We have many people that work together to help make the Sunday morning
worship experience as comfortable as possible. I am thankful for the many
people who have served in the past and also for the many new folks who have
stepped forward to help when the need was expressed.
At the beginning of each year I ask each of our hospitality team members if
they want to continue serving in the same compacity as they had the previous
year (I never want people to feel like they are “stuck” in one position for longer
than they want to serve). So, this year we have a number of changes in our
usher teams for the 8:30 AM service. First, I’d like to express my thanks to Brian
and Trisa Warren who have served as Head Ushers for the 4th Sunday (for I
have no idea how many years!), and also for Charles and Brenda Kuzmiak who
have served as ushers for the 1st Sunday and literally jumped in to do anything
else that was asked of them….THANK YOU! Thank you for your faithful and
joyful service.
I’d like to welcome to our 8:30 AM Usher Ministry Kenton and Patty Jacobs,
John Leib and Tom Godfrey who are all serving as ushers the 1st Sunday of
each month. Mac and Cathy Jones will join Keith and Sue Miller serving the
2nd week. John Miller is joining Roy Snoke and Cathy and Gerry Strathmeyer
serving the 3rd week, and Carol Wenger and Mike Kowalski will join Greg
Birk serving the 4th week.
I’d like to also welcome Melissa and Bill Stafford who started serving this
fall for the 10:30 AM service during the 2nd week. Patti Franklin, Dave & Kim
Fry and Trudi & Alan Tate all continue to serve as ushers for the 10:30 AM
service also.
We also have a number of people that serve as our Welcome Hosts throughout
the weeks and months that are so appreciated for their faithful and cheerful
service. We welcome Cory Heikes to our 10:30 AM Welcome Host Team.

Carol Wenger

Kenton & Patty
Jacobs

Bill & Melissa
Stafford

Mac & Cathy Jones

Cory Heikes

Mike Kowalski
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John Leib

John Miller

Tom Godfrey

Our hospitality
ministry is here so
that each of you
can experience the
warm, welcoming
spirit of Christ
as you come to
worship here at
Zion Church.

PRAYER SHAWL MINISTRY
by Susan Bosserman
The Zion Prayer Shawl Ministry made these
hats and scarves and donated them to New Hope
Ministries in Dover. More are being made to share.
The Prayer Shawl Ministry began in March 2008.
Since then, approximately 450 shawls and lap robes
have been donated to various places- people in
need, shelters, hospitals, and nursing homes. Also,
the ministry makes baby blankets for baptisms and
the prayer cloths found in the Narthex.
As items are knitted or crocheted, the group prays
for the person who may receive it to feel God’s love
and strength and to be surrounded by His peace.
The group usually meets monthly to share and
pray. Anyone is welcome to join us! Thank you for
your continued prayer.

For more information, contact Mary Bobst at (717) 309-8366 or mmbobst@aol.com or Susan Bosserman at
(717) 873-4700 or susanb2703@comcast.net.

LIBRARY CORNER
by Zola Noble

Book Review & Reflection
In Indiana, I have a friend, Nyle Kardatzke, whose wife Darlene
died 12 years ago of breast cancer (the same kind I had.) She was
one of my college roommates, a bright and lovely person, a great
roomie, and a pediatrician at a children’s hospital in Indianapolis.
After she died, Nyle wrote a book about being a widower, WidowMan: A Widower’s Story and Journaling Book.
Last April, a dear friend of ours, Connie, who had been suffering
from cancer, came down with Covid which developed into bacterial
pneumonia, and she died. Her husband Larry was really grieving her
loss, so lonely and tearful on the phone whenever we talked to him.
So I told Nyle about Larry, and Nyle gave me his book to give to
Larry. A day or so after he received the book, Larry texted me to
express his thanks. He said, “[From reading this book], I know I’m not
alone, but it feels like it.”
I’ve been thinking of all the men in our church who have lost
their wives in the past year, so I asked Nyle to send me a copy of his
book for our church library. In the book, he shares his experiences
as a widower, perhaps as a way to work through his own grief, but
also to share with other men, so they know they are not alone. He
8
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divides the book into three parts. First, he deals with grief, loneliness, confusion, uncontrollable emotions,
sleeplessness, not to mention cooking, laundry, housekeeping, and what to do with her clothes and
things. Second, he focuses on entering the world without her: the first year; holidays, weekends, and other
special days; finding help for your grief, etc. Third, he discusses money matters, retirement, adult children,
grandparenting alone, finding companionship, leaving a life legacy, and so forth.
Knowing that men tend to keep emotions and troubles to themselves, Kardatzke lets men know they are
not alone. You can find this book in our Zion Church library in our Grief section.

New Books Have Arrived!

One At a Time: The
Unexpected Way God
Wants to Use You to
Change the World
by Kyle Idleman

Holding On When
You Want to Let Go:
Clinging to Hope
When Life is Falling
Apart
by Sheila Walsh

From Dry Bones to
Living Hope: Embracing
God’s Faithfulness in
Late Life
by Missy Buchanan

Find Your People:
Building Deep
Community in a Lonely
World
by Jennie Allen

Thank you to all who donate to the Zion
Church Library. If you want to donate new
books, we have a wish tree in the library- just
take a tag, purchase the book, and leave it in the
donation box! If you are donating used books,
especially by popular authors, we kindly ask you
first to check to see if we might already have it
on our shelves. We are limited in space and able
to keep only one copy of most books.

For more information about the library, please
contact Megan Leib at leibmail@aol.com.
When Strivings Cease:
Replacing the Gospel
of Self-Improvement
with the Gospel of LifeTransforming Grace
by Ruth Chou Simons

Fully Alive
by Susie Larson
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ZION ZENIORS
by Roy Snoke
Thanks to Marie Hollabaugh, who brought local artist Diana Thomas to the Zion Zeniors’ January meeting
to discuss her paintings “Current Color: A Year on the River.” Diana set a goal of doing one painting per week
on different areas of the Susquehanna River. The paintings, as well as her reflections on the year, were both
interesting and thought-provoking. And, her series of paintings will be a legacy for those who love the river.
Diana shared several comments on how the river keeps affecting her. She found that time by the river can
adjust her mood, allow relaxation, and be energy-restoring. Her paintings capture the river, its beauty, and
its energy that is constant, yet ever-changing. The flowing water does not remain in the past, but moves on,
like life. Viewing the river does not relive the past, but it does allow us to see the past as a reflected memory.
Diana encourages us to appreciate the wonders and the lessons of the river, seeing it as God’s gift.
A challenge for us all: What do we leave behind?
As Diana states, “May we send along the experience of being loved, memories of laughter, and of
understanding. May we send along a desire for meaningful work, a faith in God that endures, and a reverence
for life. May we pass along a clean, green environment for all to enjoy.”
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FAMILY NEWS

RESSURECTION
OF LIFE

The Baptismal Covenant is
God’s word to us, proclaiming
our adoption by grace, and our
word to God, promising our
response of faith and love…
Baptism is an act that looks back
with gratitude on what God’s
grace has already accomplished,
it is here and now an act of
God’s grace, and it looks forward
to what God’s grace will
accomplish in the future. While
baptism signifies the whole
working of God’s grace, much
that it signifies, from the washing
away of sin to the pouring out
of the Holy Spirit, will need to
happen during the course of
a lifetime. If an act of personal
Christian commitment has taken
place, baptism celebrates that
act and the grace of God that has
made it possible. If such an act
has not yet taken place, baptism
anticipates that act, declares its
necessity, and celebrates God’s
grace that will make it possible.
In either event, baptism signifies
the entry of the candidate
into the general ministry of all
Christians (The United Methodist
Book of Worship, 81-82.)

As 2021 drew to a close we had the opportunity to celebrate God’s
gracious work in the lives of three individuals by observing and celebrating
the sacrament of baptism.
On November 8, 2021, Brayden Charles Conway and Jace Edward
Conway were baptized, surrounded by immediate family and close
friends. Brayden and Jace are the sons of Sean and Valerie Conway. We
celebrate what God is doing in the lives of Brayden and Jace, and we
look forward with eager anticipation to see what God will do in them
as they grow and mature in age and Christlikeness! Please keep, both
Brayden and Jace in your prayers.
On Sunday, November 21, 2021, Brian Edward Etterling was baptized
during the 8:30AM service. As an adult, Brian has recognized God’s
gracious and saving work in His life. Brian’s testimony is of someone
whose heart and life has been changed by God’s transforming and
redeeming grace! We celebrate what God is doing in Brian’s life and
ask that you keep him in your prayers, as he strives to grow in faith and
deepen his love relationship with God!
Blessings!
Pastor Josh

BAPTISMS

November 8, 2021
Brayden Charles Conway
Jace Edward Conway

November 21, 2021
Brian Edward Etterling

Beverly Baughman
October 25, 2021
If you have Family News (milestone
birthdays, anniversaries,births, etc.) that you
would like to have included in the Summer
2022 edition of the Zion Connection, please
email Megan Leib at leibmail@aol.com.
Photos are welcomed and encouraged!

Donald Kilburn
November 9, 2021
Sandra Forbes
November 14, 2021
Kathy Foltz
January 29, 2022
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LENTON OPPORTUNITIES
AT ZION
Lent is a season of forty days, not counting Sundays,
which begins on Ash Wednesday and ends on Holy
Saturday. Lent comes from the Anglo-Saxon word
for lencten, which means “spring.” The season is
a preparation for celebrating Easter. Historically,
Lent began as a period of fasting and preparation
for baptism by converts and then became a time
for penance by all Christians (The United Methodist
Book of Worship, 320.)
This year, I would like to invite you, the congregation
and friends of Zion Church to observe a holy Lent.
To observe and actively engage in a season of
preparation, in which we, with the help of the Holy
Spirit and guidance of Scripture, examine our hearts,
motivations, desires, and passions in an attempt to
draw closer to Christ and serve Him more fully, as

we live for God each day.
Specifically, I would invite you to join us for “40
Days of Prayer and Fasting” –an opportunity as a
congregation to intentionally set aside a mealtime
one time over the course of forty days (or possibly
once a week or once per day) to pray for some
specific needs or requests, as other Zion brothers
and sisters in Christ do so as well. Additionally, we
will have some special times of worship –– Ash
Wednesday (March 2 at 7PM), Maundy Thursday
(April 14 at 7PM), and Good Friday (April 15 at 7PM).
Every Wednesday (March 9, March 16, March 23,
March 30, and April 6), we will have a weekly prayer
gathering at 7PM in the Sanctuary. These will be
times of guided prayer, where we focus on specific
needs and/or particular topics or concerns.

